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City council ceases plans to replace East End Rec Center
with “cop shop”

to it. After being denied public
comment at city council meetings,
concerned citizens organized under
n Monday, Sept. 19, Winona
the local activist group, “ComCity Council announced they munity Not Cages”, and protested
would cease plans to tear down the outside of city hall.
East End Rec Center in favor of
Over 200 people showed up to
building a police/fire complex in its the public hearing for the future of
place. While many citizens seem
the rec center on July 5, 2022. 68
relieved, some ask the question of
people testified, including children
what must be done next.
and families who used the rec
The Winona City Council first
center.
announced in January of 2022
Dr. Mary Jo Klinker was also one
plans to tear down the East End
of those who testified. Klinker is a
Rec Center and build a police/fire
professor and the director of womcomplex with a new rec center next en’s gender and sexuality studies at

ERICH SCHWEITZER
news reporter
erich.schweitzer@go.winona.edu

O

Winona State University. Klinker
also works with Community Not
Cages as a community organizer.
Klinker was “vehemently opposed” to city council’s plans to
demolish the rec center and did
what she could to make her opinion known.
In public comment at the hearing,
Klinker expressed concern about
the city council seeming to prioritize police funding over funding
for community needs.
To back up this point, Klinker
brought up the fact the police/fire
complex would include a private

gym, a gun range, and “a parking
garage for the Mine-Resistant
Ambush Protected US military
vehicle.”
“Fund children and our community,” Klinker said to end off her
comment.
Klinker has gotten involved in
the effort to keep the rec center by
“documenting city council plans
and offering an alternative vision
that centers a safer and healthier
community for all people.”
continued on page 3, Rec Center

Students react to overtunring of Roe v. Wade

HEIDI HANSON
feautres editor
heidi.hanson.2@go.winona.edu

O

n June 24, 2022, the United
States Supreme Court overturned the court case of Roe v.
Wade, which upheld almost 50
years of precedent regarding the
right to get an abortion in America.
Now, almost four months later, the
impact of the Supreme Court decision is still felt by Winona State
University students.
The overturning of Roe v. Wade
is a moment in time that many
students remember very vividly.
Students with both pro-choice and
pro-life standpoints remember
the moment they heard about the
Supreme Court’s decision. Brenna
Ryan, president of the Warriors for
Life club, stated her perspective on
the morning of June 24.
“When I woke up and heard the
news, I started crying tears of joy;
it felt like a relief and like a step
in the right direction for human

Cassidy Vogel, treasurer of the Reproductive Justice Club of WSU
(left) and Brenna Ryan, president of Warriors for Life (right). Both
had conflicting opinions on the overturning of Roe v. Wade from this
summer.
devastating and left many worrying
rights,” Ryan stated. “This bigger
for the future of the country. Karfight is now 50 smaller fights in
ina Kpahn, a biochemistry major
each state.”
who recently transferred to Winona
Jenna Schabert, vice-president
State, expressed this sentiment.
of Warriors for Life, echoed this
“My initial reaction was definitesentiment by expressing her excitement for the states now having ly one of shock,” Kpahn said. “I
was in a planning session at work
power.
when someone told us the news
“My initial reaction was excitement,” Schabert said. “I was really and it felt so unreal… everyone in
the room talked about how this afexcited that people can actually
fected them, and I started to realize
vote on it, and actually have their
just how big the issue was.”
thoughts and beliefs put into pracCassidy Vogel, treasurer of the
tice.”
Reproductive Justice Club and leFor pro-life individuals, the
gal studies major, was in a gender
overturning of Roe v. Wade was a
violence studies class when they
moment of celebration; it left the
decision of the legality of abortions heard the news of Roe v. Wade
being overturned.
to the states, rather than having it
“I was just really crushed,” Vodel
remain a federal issue. However,
stated. “But I also spend a lot of
for others, the overturning of the
time reading about the supreme
almost 50-year-old precedent was

Winona State alum releases first feature film
GABRIEL HATHAWAY
editor-in-chief
gabriel.hathaway@go.winona.edu

O

ne of Winona State University’s very own alumni, Lauren
Barker class of 2013, has written,
directed and produced the film
“Cohabitation” (2020), an alluring
thriller film that has received both
accolades and a distribution deal.
“Cohabitation” follows the story
of ex-paramedic Emily Jacobsen
(Tiffany Streng) as she struggles
with her Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD) and new mysterious roommate, Sarah (Stephanie
Rose).

Barker graduated from Winona
State in 2013 before there was an
established film major or minor.
While at Winona State University,
Barker majored in English Writing
and later went on to study screenwriting at Vancouver Film School.
“It is a feature length film, it is
my first feature,” Barker said. “I’ve
done two short films previously. I
was really ambitious to make it, to
be honest, I know a lot of people
spend a little more time making
short films and learning and stuff,
and I was just really impatient
in a lot of ways which ties to my

ambition.”
“Cohabitation” was filmed with
a small crew in Milwaukee, Wis.
in 2018 and was completed by
the end of 2020. This independent film was personally financed
and crowdfunded to reach a total
budget of $25,000. “Cohabitation”
was submitted to multiple film
festivals, earning a Best Actress in
a Feature Film award for Streng
and a distribution deal with Indie
Rights.
“Cohabitation” also features
performances from two Winona
State alumni of the 2012 theater

HEIDI HANSON
feautres editor
heidi.hanson.2@go.winona.edu

court and doing research… so I
wasn’t exactly shocked. It was
crushing, but I almost should have
expected it.”
Vogel also discussed the legal
concept of a “slippery slope.”
When a precedent is overturned or
something is placed into law, other
related issues often begin to be impacted as well. Many U.S. citizens
and Winona State students alike
are worried for other rights.
“Once you do something, it’s
going to keep going,” Vogel said.
“When does it stop? When are condoms or plan B going to be considered a problem?”

continued on page 2, Reactions

program. Streng leads the film as
Emily, the PTSD stricken protagonist looking to live her life. Streng
brings a nuanced and human performance to the film as she deals
with her PTSD, creepy landlord
and death of a friend. Cailtin McCoy, another Winona State alum
plays the smaller role of Liz in the
film.

continued on page 5, “Cohabitation”
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continued from page 1

The idea of intersectionality, or
the overlap of social and structural disadvantages that come with
social categorizations such as race,
gender, sexual orientiation and
more was also brought up throughout many perspectives regarding
the overturning of Roe v. Wade.
Magdalene Houseman, another
Winona State student, touched on
this and other worries.
“As a queer woman, I was concerned for both my reproductive
rights and the possibility of losing
my right to marry another woman,”
Houseman stated. “With the overturn of Roe, the right to privacy to
the extent we were once afforded
was no longer plausible; how could
we go backwards instead of forwards?”
Mawatta Dukuly, member of
Winona State University’s Black
Student Union, expressed her
concerns regarding the overturning
as well.
“I was especially fearful for the
future of Black women, and what it
meant for us,” Dukuly stated. “Historically, we have had very little
control over bodies, and we have
extremely high maternal mortality
rates. According to the statistics,
Black women are three times more
likely to die from a pregnancy-related cause than White women.”
The pro-choice and pro-life
movements have been polarized
since before the overturning of Roe
v. Wade last summer, which has
caused some issues between clubs
and individuals on campus.
Schabert expressed her frustrations regarding these disagreements, stating that the negative
stereotypes regarding pro-life individuals have almost dehumanized
people in Warriors for Life and in
pro-life individuals in general, and

Correction

In the Sept. 21, 2022 edition of
The Winonan an error was made in
the story, “Saint Mary’s University drops eleven liberal arts programs”. In this story it was stated
that Professor Lippman never
recieved a pay raise while at Saint
Mary’s University, but this was
innacurate. We apologize for the
misreporting. The story has already
been update on our website, winonan.org.

Carolyn Hauschild

these have been seen more since
the overturning.
“That’s been really frustrating
because it’s very important to me
to break those stereotypes and
view people you disagree with as
human beings with opinions, not
the caricature of your enemy,”
Schabert said. “I feel like a lot of
media presence has been demonizing pro-lifers as all white christian republicans, and realistically
within the pro-life movement, it’s
so much more diverse than that.”
The Warriors for Life club on
campus is looking to denounce
these stereotypes; for example,
Ryan herself spoke on the fact
that not all pro-life individuals are
white, christian, or even reublican.
“Going along with breaking
stereotypes, for me personally, I’m
not even really a republican at all.
This is one of my few republican
views,” Ryan stated.
Regarding the specific laws put
into place for each state, Ryan
stated the importance in being
thoroughly educated on what
exactly the overturning of Roe v.
Wade means for your area. Ryan
stated that the outcomes of ectopic
pregnancies and legal consequences to abortion services have various
exceptions and that it is important
to learn the facts before spreading
information.
Many students on campus feel
frustrated regarding the fact that
the Supreme Court justices were
not elected by our generation.
Rather than having a set number of
years in the Supreme Court, Supreme Court justices are appointed
by the president and often stay
in office for the rest of their lives
unless impeached.
“I’m feeling very angry at the
fact that I didn’t elect anyone on
the Supreme Court and they’re
there for life,” Vogel stated.

Brielle McLearen

Nathan Kronbeck

Contributed by: Statistica. Graphic visualizes abortion laws around
the U.S. following the overturning of Roe v. Wade.
College Democrats club, emphaVoting in local and federal elecsized the importance of voting in
tions is important, no matter what
this year’s elections following the
political party or side of the arguoverturn of Roe v. Wade.
ment you belong to. Ryan stated
“This election, no matter what
that although the overturn of Roe
anyone says, abortion and healthv. Wade was an initial moment of
celebration for pro-life individuals care for women, are on the ballet,”
and groups, there is still work to be Hermerding stated. “This verdict
done regarding healthcare services means that everyone should be
registering to vote and educating
and the like.
themselves about who is running
“Even putting the issue of abortion aside, we’re gonna have moth- for office in this election; the future
of this country and women or peoers who want support,” Ryan said.
ple with a uterus are in our hands
“Maybe even financial support for
and we are the deciding factor for
women, and also kind of trying to
this election.”
do some repairs on the foster care
system and adoption system; stuff
like that is going to be very very
HEIDI HANSON
important in the future.”
feautres editor
Malia Hermerding, president
heidi.hanson.2@go.winona.edu
of the Winona State University

Letter to the editor: statement on Ekpunobi event
Contributed by: Winona State
Faculty Association, endorsed by
Faculty Senate on Sept. 26, 2022.

Last year, Amala Ekpunobi spoke
at WSU. Ekpunobi’s speech included
comments that expressed a derogatory
attitude towards people with trans and
non-binary identities, denials of the
existence of institutional or systemic
racism, and rejections of the notion
that sexism against women is still a
problem in U.S. society.
These assertions directly contradict
our Faculty Association’s position
regarding equity and inclusion. Our
union’s Equity and Inclusion plan

states that “It is imperative that we
challenge systemic oppression to
empower marginalized members.”
When the speech of political provocateurs like Ekpunobi is elevated on
our campus, it creates a climate that
is not inclusive and is not safe for our
most marginalized faculty. To this end,
we want to assure every single faculty
member on this campus that you have
your union’s full support if you decide
to stay away from Winona State’s
campus on the day of Ekpunobi’s next
presentation.
We also ask that you stand in solidarity with any students or staff who

express a desire not to be on campus
that day.
Our union supports everyone’s right
to entertain and discuss dissident opinions. But our union is also a part of the
labor movement, which is a vehicle of
social justice. For these reasons, we
stand in solidarity with marginalized
and oppressed people everywhere.
The WSUFA condemns the ridiculing
and outright dismissal of systemic
oppression, as well as the attempts of
bad faith political actors to make our
campus less welcoming and inclusive.
In solidarity, The Winona State University Faculty Association
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Music department hosts yearly international music series
OLIVIA PRONDZINSKI
news reporter
olivia.prondzinski@go.winona.edu

R

ecently a captivating sound
has been filling the halls of
the DuFresne Performing Arts
Center on campus. It is that time
of year again for the International
Music Series.
The Winona State University Department of Music hosts an international music series every year in
the fall. Each part of the series is a
concert performed by an artist with
a different cultural background.
Two international musicians
have performed so far, Lyz Jaakola, an Anishinaabe musician
and Sowah Mensah, an African
“Master Drummer”. There are two
more concerts yet this season. The
next one will be held on Thursday,
Nov. 10 by Nirmala Rajasekar, a
premier Saraswathi veena player.
Then Gao Hong, a Chinese pipa
player, will perform on Thursday,
Nov. 17.
“The series dives into these
various music cultures, we have
a culture barrier to perform and
talk,” Aaron Lohmeyer, Winona
State music education coordinator,
said. “It is looking into how the
performer thinks.”
Mensah performed on Sept.

Rec Center

29. Mensah is an ethnomusicologist and composer at Macalester
College and the University of St.
Thomas in Saint Paul where he directs each school’s African Music
Ensemble. Mensah is originally
from Ghana, West Africa, and has
taught music in Nigeria as well.
Mensah has been performing
for the International Music Series
since the very first one twenty
years ago. Mensah has performed
extensively in the United States,
the Latin Americas, Asia and Europe. In the United States, Mensah
has performed in 48 states, he has
yet to perform in North Carolina
and Missouri. Mensah is also an
accomplished composer with three
albums under his belt: “Naa-Niami”, “Ntoa” and “Sii Sii Sii”.
Mensah typically brings his sons
and daughter to perform with him
on his travels around the world.
Mensah is exceptionally accomplished in the African drumming
world, he has even earned himself
the title “Master Drummer”. The
title “Master Drummer” is given to
a drummer who is well known by
other masters for their high skill
and knowledge about drumming
and the traditions. This is a passed
down title after they have learned
all there is to know about the Afri-

uation of criminalization of kids,”
specifically low-income children
Continued from page 1
of color.
Strange is also a member of
Klinker believes in “the right
Community
Not Cages. When
to parent children in a safe and
Strange learned about the city
healthy environment,” which she
council’s plans, she did what she
says is a feminist belief and that
placing police in that safe space for could to get the word out.
“I’m an organizer in this commuchildren would go
nity.
I got involved by getting other
against that.
people involved,” Strange said.
When talking about how the
Strange, as someone who grew up
city council came to the decision
in Winona and who has been to the
to leave the rec center be, Klinker
rec center before while volunteerattributed it to “robust
ing, she knew how important it was
community organizing.”
to the community.
Klinker went on to say that “the
“We weren’t just losing a place
city council members had changed
for
kids; we’re losing a space
their tone in two months,” and that
it was, “undoubtedly because of the where community comes together,”
Strange said.
work of the community.”
Strange was relieved when the
As for what must happen next,
city council voted against demolKlinker said, “We have to keep
organizing to ensure that our com- ishing the rec center, and she was
glad to let the children who spoke
munity is investing in things that
up know that “what you
support all of us.”
did mattered.”
Tova Strange, a fourth-year at
Strange also believes that the city
Winona State majoring in psycholcouncil
will continue in their plans
ogy, is another community member
who got involved in the movement to build the police/fire complex
somewhere else in Winona.
to save the rec center.
As for her and others like her,
Strange said she was not surStrange will continue to tell the
prised about the city’s plans for
putting the new police/fire complex police department that “they can
stay where they are.”
where the rec center was, adding
Strange and Klinker both believe
that “it seemed like a pretty convenient set-up to allow for the contin- that the budget reflects the city’s

BRIELLE MCLEAREN
photographer
brielle.mclearen@go,winona.edu

can drum.
“Isn’t it so cool how it sounds
different and how we define beauty, what we take as black and white
perhaps in our own culture, then
we see other cultures and how they
define beauty in their own terms,”
Lohmeyer said.
The International Music Series is
an opportunity for people to dive
into cultural differences through

The Winona State University
Department of Music hosts an
international music series every
year in the fall. Each part of the
series is a concert performed by
an artist with a different cultural
background.
music. These concerts are open and
free to Winona State students and
the public. For more information
about the International Music Series, visit www.visitwinona.com.

CAROLYN HAUSCHILD
photographer
carolyn.hauschild@go,winona.edu

Strange also believes that the
city council will continue in their
plans to build the police/fire complex somewhere else in Winona.

morals, showing what aspects they
would rather spend money on.
While the East End Rec Center
is safe for now, it and other public spaces in Winona such as the
Friendship Center still require
more funding and support.
Community Not Cages continues
their work in fighting against mass
incarceration in the United States
as well as removing police from

schools. More information about
them can be found on their website
www.winonacommunitynotcages.
org.

ERICH SCHWEITZER
news reporter
erich.schweitzer@go.winona.edu

CRIME AND SAFETY REPORTS
Monday,
Sept. 26

Tuesday,
Sept. 27

Wednesday,
Sept. 28

11:15 p.m.
Christopher James
Ozmun arrested for
one charge of threats
of violence.

6:45 p.m.
Nothing to report.
Martin Reyes arrested for one domestic
assault charge, one
charge of domestic
abuse no contract
order, and one traffic
charge.

Thursday,
Sept. 29

Friday,
Sept. 30

Saturday,
Oct. 1

Sunday,
Oct. 2

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

Nothing to report.

3:56 a.m.
Jacob Richard Hengel was
arrested for four traffic
charges.
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Highlighting mental health services at Winona State
SIERRA LARSON
news reporter
sierra.larson@go.winona.edu

E

very year September is dedicated to suicide prevention
awareness. This month is used to
bring awareness to mental health
and to end the stigma surrounding
it. September can also be used to
discuss the mental health services
available at Winona State University.
Lynda Brzezinski, a campus
psychologist and professor, has
been working at Winona State
for 23 years. Brzezinski provides
counseling services to students for
a variety of concerns.
Some of the most common are
anxiety, depression and stress.
Brzezinski commented on the
importance of suicide prevention
awareness month.
“Bringing increased awareness to
these issues can help break down
that stigma and hopefully help individuals seek the help they need,”
Brzezinski said.
Brzezinski also described some
signs that may surface when someone needs help.
“Warning signs could include
things like talking or joking about
suicide, statements that someone
is feeling hopeless, being preoccupied with death, engaging in
self-destructive behaviors, giving
possessions away and saying goodbye,” Brzezinski said.
Another indicator includes someone’s behavior, hygiene or academics significantly changing. If students notice any of these signs in
themselves, they can email or walk
over to Counseling Services in the
Integrated Wellness Complex.
If students do not feel comfortable doing so, they can reach out
to a faculty member, their R, or

counseling services off-campus.
If a student notices these signs in
someone they know, they should
ask that person if they are feeling
suicidal and if they have a plan.
If a student says they are suicidal,
another student can bring them to
Counseling Services or involve
trusted adults.
For students who are not comfortable going to Counseling Services, tele-counseling is available.
Students can also navigate to the
Counseling Services website and
click “Mental Health Resources”
for even more resources.
Another resource students can
use is the Office of Equity and
Inclusive Excellence. Tyler Treptow-Bowman, the intercultural and
completion coordinator, works at
this office.
Treptow-Bowman discussed
what the KEAP Center is, where it
is located and how it can be used.
“KEAP stands for knowledge,
empowerment, advocacy and
pluralism. It grew out of student
protests in 2011 and 2012. It is a
space in Kryzsko Commons, room
162, that students use to create
community and then engage in
conversations about things on
campus to make a place for historically marginalized students,”
Treptow-Bowman said.
Treptow-Bowman also described
what safe space training entails.
Safe space training is a two-hour
training session that teaches participants about current issues effecting the LGBTQ+ community.
After the session, participants
sign an agreement saying they are
willing to provide LGBTQ+ students with support.
Treptow-Bowman also noted that
safe space training includes the
impact of discrimination on mental

MERCEDES JOHNSON
photographer
mercedes.johnson@go.winona.edu

health and the suicide rates associated with the
LGBTQ+ community.
Almost all the staff, except for a
few new members, in the Office of
Equity and Inclusive Excellence
are safe space trained. According
to Brzezinski, all counselors at Winona State are safe space trained
as well.
Brzezinski and Treptow-Bowman
discussed the impact of the pandemic on the services they provide.
Initially, both noted that it was
an adjustment to move their services online. Later, they both found
that some of their services worked
better online.
Brzezinski also discussed how
the pandemic affected students’
mental health.
“I would say the other impact
we are seeing from COVID is an
overall decline in students’ mental
health. Students seem a lot more
anxious, and it seems like students

NEWS

For students who are not comfortable going to Counseling Services, tele-counseling is available.
Students can also navigate to the
Counseling Services website and
click “Mental Health Resources”
for even more resources.
are experiencing an uptick in social
anxiety in particular. Online learning was a challenge for many students during the pandemic, so there
also seems to be more academic
struggles, which in turn increases
student stress,”
Brzezinski said.
With the impacts of the pandemic on students’ mental health and it
being suicide prevention awareness
month, students should be aware of
the benefits of counseling. Brzezinski spoke to these benefits.
“It’s a great opportunity for
students to access support if they
are struggling with a mental health
issue or if they just want someone
to talk with outside of their friends
and family,” Brzezinski said.

George Floyd's auntie shares her story
LILLIANNA VAN DE WALKER
features reporter
lillianna.vandewalker@go.winona.edu

T

elling the story of the “unfortunate
gift” of losing her nephew, Angela
Harrelson, George Floyd’s aunt and
closest relative, shared the importance
of using your voice.
Winona State University’s KEAP
Center welcomed Harrelson on
Wednesday, Sept. 28. Tyler Treptow-Bowman, the intercultural and
completion coordinator for the KEAP
Center, commenced the event by
thanking Harrelson for taking the
time to come down to the university.
Harrelson then expressed her appreciation for Winona State having her and
began to share conversations about her
memoir and her life experience being
George Floyd’s “auntie.”
“I wanted people to know that
[George Floyd] is more than just a
hashtag, you know, to me, he’s family,”
Harrelson said.
Harrelson shared that Floyd grew up
in Texas and moved to Minnesota in
2017 to get treatment for some challenges that he was dealing with. She
said that he was doing well until his
mother passed away in 2018, which
sent him into a spiral.
“I told people that he was gonna
come back, you know, if Perry [George
Floyd] fell off the wagon, he would
come back. But this time, he didn’t
come back,” Harrelson said, as she
explained her faith that Floyd would
recover from his grief but unfortunately, that was when he was killed.
After Floyd’s murder, Harrelson
got calls from people informing her
of what had happened. She thought
that the people calling had to have
had the wrong family. It was not until

Harrelson’s sister called her and told
her to turn on the TV that she realized
the tragedy and that it was indeed her
nephew, George Perry Floyd, who was
killed.
After Harrelson had come to terms
with what had really happened, she
wondered how she could be a voice for
him.
“If he could say ‘I can’t breathe’ 28
times … in a condition where he was
handcuffed, laying on his stomach, he
was in pain, in terror, thought he was
dying, he felt helpless … then I could
find a way to have a voice for him,”
Harrelson said.
Harrelson published her book, “Lift
Your Voice”, in February of 2022.
Harrelson explained that she decided
to write a memoir because it gave her a
chance to tell her experience with racism and explain why it is so important
to use your voice.
“People often asked me, how do
I sum this up, and I would say two
words; unfortunate gift,” Harrelson
said, explaining her view on Floyd’s
death and how she used it as motivation for writing her memoir.
Harrelson described the unfortunate part to be the loss of her nephew, George Floyd. Furthermore, she
described the gift to be that Floyd gave
the world “the gift to use your voice.”
“So, to all of you, if you see something that is unfair and not right,
doesn’t matter if it is about race, sexual
orientation, religion, no matter what it
is, use your voice to speak up,” Harrelson said.
After Harrelson told her story, she
asked if anyone had any questions.
One Winona State student asked Harrelson how she felt about people wanting to defund the police in response to

JOSEPH EICHELE
photo editor
joseph.eichele@go.winona.edu

George Floyd’s murder.
“People were just so angry…it was
a premature thing, but it really meant
something else …I think they wanted
something now,” Harrelson said. “It
is hard to reform something that is
corrupt, you almost have to just start
over.”
Harrelson said that she was happy
and impressed with some of the new
laws being made in Minneapolis. On
the other hand, Harrelson also said she
wanted to see a bigger fight for mental
health.
Another Winona State student asked
what Harrelson felt was the best way
for white people to use their voices
without speaking over black voices.
Harrelson stressed the importance of
being transparent. She explained that
you should check your prejudice and

“People often asked me, how do I
sum this up, and I would say two
words; unfortunate gift,” Harrelson
said.
if you are being genuine, then you
should speak up.
“What you're feeling, just say it,
because you are being yourself. That’s
the best approach that I can give you,”
Harrelson said.
When asked what Harrelson is doing
to advance to the next level to help the
state do better in response to racism,
Harrelson explained the purpose of
the George Floyd Global Memorial.
She explained that it is a memorial of
artwork created by people that were
expressing their pain.
“It’s really sacred ground,” Harrelson
said.
Anyone who is interested in learning more about Harrelson’s or Floyd’s
story should visit www.georgefloydglobalmemorial.org for more information.
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Film Review: “Do Revenge”
Page 5

Film Review: “Don’t Worry Darling”
Page 6

“Cohabitation”

other people are just going to be
there for advice and mentorship,”
Barker said. “Then there are othcontinued from page 1
This film’s tagline, “Do you
er people that you are going to
really know the person closest
want to hire and bring onto your
to you?” promises suspense and film sets. So there are various
mystery that is surely delivered reasons but those connections
in the film. Rose convincingare so important. The more you
ly plays the antagonist of the
are doing, too, the more you are
film, a mysterious and murdergoing to meet people.”
ous roomate. Rose steals many
“Cohabitation” is streaming on
scenes and does a great job
Amazon, Google Play, Tubi TV
fluctuating between nice innocent and Youtube.
roommate and psychotic murder- Barker currently lives in Los
er.
Angeles with the goal of conFor any current film students
tinuing to make bigger and better
looking to get into the film
films.
industry, Barker provided some
“Ultimately what I am trying
advice.
to do is kind of like quieting that
“It comes down to two main
inner critic,” Barker said. “It is
things. You have to try multiple really important because that is
different avenues and then you
how you move forward and you
also need to be persistent,” Bark- cannot be focused on perfection.
er said.
Because I have that high stanThere are many ways to be
dard, like I want to make great
involved in the film community films, but…I needed to make the
and Barker listed a few; attend
mistakes that I did in order to
networking events; spend time
really keep moving forward.”
writing; attend film festivals;
freelance; and work on your own
projects as well as others’. Barker emphasized the importance of
GABRIEL HATHAWAY
“getting a lot of balls in the air.”
editor-in-chief
gabriel.hathaway@go.winona.edu
Barker also stressed the importance of making connections in
the film industry.
“Some people are going to kind
Photo Contributed by Lauren Barker
of recommend you for jobs and

Film Review: “Do Revenge”
boyfriend “Max” to Mendes’ character, psychopathically expressing
love to her through asking for nudes
(which is jarring after seeing his
o you wanna know how
character in “Euphoria”).
you can tell when you really
Lastly, Eleanor, portrayed by
have reached the top? When someMaya Hawke, is the most interestone wants to destroy you,” (Drea,
ing character in the film. Eleanor
“Do Revenge”).
Three extremely recognizable ac- has underlying motives and hidden
tors to the teenage eye come together love interests throughout the film.
She is the eyes of the audience, and
to create, in my opinion, the first
she sees how dumb the revenge
iconic Netflix high school drama.
scheme is while also having her own
These are the only characters that
schemes in the film.
matter in the film.
“Do Revenge” far exceeded my
First introduced is Camila Mendes
initial expectations of the flick.
playing Drea, a popular girl in her
Netflix’s high school dramas up
high school that has gained popularity through work instead of class. until this point have repeatedly been
She gives an Anna Delvey vibe, but flops, but “Do Revenge” not only
has rounded and complicated female
if Anna Delvey was a serial killer.
characters, aesthetically pleasing
Mendes’ acting isn’t necessarily
Oscar worthy, but the writing of this mise en scène, but has complicated
and unique themes that have never
film makes up for it.
been shown before on screen.
Austin Abrams comes out of the
One theme in this film that stood
cracks and plays the perfect modern

SOPHIA SAILER
news editor
sophia.sailer@go.winona.edu

D

Screengrab from “Do Revenge”. “Do Revenge” stars Maya Hawke,
Camila Mendes and Austin Abrams in a teen dramedy film.

out to me was the constant parallels
to “The Most Dangerous Game”.
“The Most Dangerous Game” is a
story about a hunter who gets bored
by hunting animals, so he decides to
hunt humans.
At the start of “No Revenge”,
Max leaks Drea’s nudes to everyone
in school, and then he later tells a
speech about how he never loved
her or anyone he has ever dated. It
is then revealed Max said this just to
get a girlfriend and have sex.
Max then shows off Drea’s nudes
and new girlfriend to his friends, as a
hunter would with a recently bagged
deer. Drea compares Max to a hunter
throughout the film, but she does
not need to as it is shown through
actions in many parts of the film.
In a relationship with Drea’s best
friend, Max tells his girlfriend when
she is talking about a serious concern
that “he is only here to have sex and
she needs to stop talking”. Max also
put together a feminist club just to
get women and prove to the school
that he did not leak the video. Max
even stars in a school-made magazine talking about how much of a
feminist he is.
This reminded me of encounters I
have had with men at Winona State
University, who have said that they
would only take a women’s gender
and sexuality studies course so that
they can “pull women.”
Another theme in the film that I

have not seen done this well is the
idea of “fake wokeness.”
In the film, Drea befriends Eleanor and preaches feminist ideas and
does her revenge for these ideas, but
when Eleanor tells her about homophobia that she has been through,
Drea doesn’t even remember that she
did the horrible things that Eleanor
mentions. Eleanor frames it that
another girl was homophobic, so that
she can take revenge on Drea.
Drea only thinks of herself in these
feminist scenarios, but in actuality,
she has done multiple times over
what she hates. Even throughout the
film, Drea ruins the lives of multiple
women, but since it is in her gain,
she still calls herself a feminist.
The irony of Max wearing the star
of David throughout the film made
me laugh out loud. That symbol is
the perfect rendition of how he is
shown in the school as the perfect
golden boy that is not able to be
tainted for most of the film even
when hard evidence is shown otherwise.
Overall, this film is the first Netflix high school drama that I have
enjoyed, and I enjoyed it both entertainment-wise and critically!

SOPHIA SAILER
news editor
sophia.sailer@go.winona.edu
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Wednesday,
Oct. 5

Thursday,
Oct. 6

Friday,
Oct. 7

Saturday,
Oct. 8

Sunday,
Oct. 9

Monday,
Oct. 10

Tuesday,
Oct. 11

GaySL with Hayden
Kristal

Warrior Entertainment Network
Meeting

Kryzsko After Dark

Fall Festival Fundraiser

Ritchie Waterers Bar- Keynote Speaker
rel Race
Regan Frances

Free Student Tuesday

7 - 8 p.m.

5 - 6 p.m.

9 p.m. - 12 a.m.

4 - 7 p.m.

6 - 6:45 a.m., 8 a.m.

11 a.m. - 12 p.m.

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Science Laboratory
Center 120

Kryzsko Commons
Oak Rooms

Kryzsko Commons

24512 Pfeiffer Hill Rd. Minnesota Equestrian
Center

Kryzsko Commons Ball Room

Minnesota Marine Art
Museum
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Film Review: “Don’t Worry Darling”
CASSANDRA BAUER
film reviewer
cassandra.bauer@go.winona.edu

I

am sure we are all familiar with
the behind the scenes drama surrounding Olivia Wilde’s sophomore
film “Don’t Worry Darling”, but for
those who are not a part of the extremely online, it has been quite the
spectacle full of celebrity gossip.
But let’s focus on the film for now.
Part satire, part thriller, “Don’t
Worry Darling” is about 1950’s
suburban housewife Alice (Florence
Pugh) who lives in a picturesque
sunny neighborhood lined with
palm trees. But, something isn’t
quite right. It’s a place where all
the men, including Alice’s husband
(Harry Styles), leave for work at
exactly the same time and drive to
the exact same place, all supposedly
working for “The Victory Project” lead by cult-like leader Frank
(Chris Pine), which the women at
home know nothing about. Instead
of raising questions the women are
expected to stay home to cook and
clean. Soon, Alice slowly starts to
unravel the uneasy community she
is a part of.
The film is attempting to provide
a sharp commentary on feminism
and living in a patriarchal society. Even though the film is set in
the 1950s, its ideas should still be
relevant today, but instead it reduces the ideas of feminism to a fairly
rudimentary concept. The filmmakers think they are saying profound
things or providing a dramatic
moment, but often not succeeding
in doing so. Its commentary ends
up being more dull than anything.
It cannot be denied that “Don’t
Worry Darling” is a marvel to look
at. Its utopian 1950’s suburbia is
complete with bright colors, lavish
sets, and mid-century modern style

Screen grab from “Don’t Worry Darling.” Florence Pugh (left) and Harry Styles (right) star in “Don’t Worry
Darling,” a film directed by Olivia Wilde. The film released in theaters Sept. 23, 2022. The film was surrounded by controversy from Pugh and Wilde’s off screen disagreements.
we are certain to see more of in the ma for a moment. I can almost
homes. Everything is time approguarantee that all of the discourse
priate, from the classic ‘57 Chevys, future, as he is already starring in
the
upcoming
film
“My
Policeman”
surrounding the controversies
to the bubbly cocktail dresses to
the cookie cutter pastel houses. The and is set up to be a character in the behind the scenes has affected
people’s opinions of the film. It has
little details do make it an enticing MCU.
As mentioned earlier, this is Wil- thus far received scathing reviews
place to live. Additionally, there are
these black and white Busby Berke- de’s second film. Her directorial de- from countless critics, but the film
but was the commercially and crit- brought in big bucks at the box
ley style dance sequences; while
ically acclaimed film “Booksmart” office making it commercially
interesting to look at, they feel
starkly out of place and confusing, (2019), which set her up for a prom- successful. While it may not be
ising directing career. Many are
accepted by critics, give it ten years
but perhaps that was the intent.
calling this new film a “sophomore when we’ll be far enough removed
As expected, Florence Pugh
delivers. She is a powerhouse of an slump,” which I find to be too harsh from all the gossip and I predict
actress and carries every scene she for the film. Not all moments work, “Don’t Worry Darling’’ will reach a
and some of the twists come out of cult status.
is in. Puph and Chris Pine bounce
off each other in a remarkable way, nowhere, but from start to end the
film is bold and captivating. I would
and you can feel the dramatic tension between them. In comparison rather see filmmakers try something
CASSANDRA BAUER
new and fresh, even if it doesn’t alfilm reviewer
to these two immensely talented
cassandra.bauer@go.winona.edu
ways work, than see another hollow
and trained actors, Harry Styles
does carry his own, but it is hard to sequel or another predictable entry
into a franchise.
compare him to them. Styles does
Now back to the backstage drabring charisma to the screen that

Students weigh in on new “The Little Mermaid” controversy

ELLY HERRICK
features reporter
elly.herrick@go.winona.edu

O

n Sept. 9, Disney released a
trailer for a new live action
remake of “The Little Mermaid”
showcasing black female lead
Halle Bailey as Ariel. This trailer
has stirred up positive and negative
attention on social media since its
release.
Fourth-year Winona State University student, Jessica Weis, spoke
about her view on the trailer.
“My initial reaction to the trailer
was that I was so happy for black
kids, especially black girls to have
representation in the media,” Weis
said. “It was so amazing to see
the reaction videos of little black

girls with their faces light up with
happiness and for them to get their
proper representation just as I did
as a child.”
Videos of black children watching the new trailer have been going
viral on TikTok due to their excited and shocked reactions. Many
comments on those videos are
relatively positive and are about
how heartwarming and important it
is for black youth to be represented
in the media.
“Representation is so important, kids need role models in their
everyday lives,” Weis said. “Representation allows for children to
reimagine what the world could
be and see themselves in the real
world.”

Photo contributed by Disney. The new live action remake of The
Little Mermaid showcases a black female lead (Halle Bailey). Social
media has seen positive and negative attention since the trailer.

In 2019, it was announced that
22 year-old R&B singer and
actress, Halle Bailey would play
Ariel. The film was to be released
in 2021, but was pushed back due
to COVID-19.
First-year student Emily Sowers
had a similar view on the trailer
and was shocked to see negative
comments about it.
“I, as a white person, don’t really
have any sort of changed perception on a movie based on whether it has representation or not,”
Sowers said. “Because this is a
Disney movie targeted at children,
it’s important for children to grow
up in an environment that fosters
representation of many different
races, ethnicities and walks of life
to become more accepting to those
differences.”
As of Oct. 2 the trailer posted on
YouTube currently has 1.2 million
likes and 3 million dislikes. While
there is usually backlash for live
action remakes from fans of the
original movies, some viewers are
upset that Ariel is being portrayed
by a black actress instead of a
white actress.
“It’s ridiculous that the media
attention that this movie has gotten
is negative because of the lead being black,” Sowers said. “Having a
black woman play Ariel is a good

step from whitewashing all our
princesses like we used to.”
The negative comments seemed
to start on twitter with the trending
hashtag, “#NotmyAriel”. Despite
the abundance of hate, Bailey
remains positive. The voice actor
that originally voiced Ariel, Jodi
Benson, has commented on the situation and has shown support and
praise for Bailey.
Fourth-year student Dia Fau
stressed that despite negative comments, representation in all types of
media is important.
“Representation has always
mattered in any form of media. Not
just racially but for anything that is
underrepresented like gender and
disabilities,” Fau said. “If you’re
not seeing yourself being represented then it makes you feel like
you don’t matter, like you’re not
being seen and heard and no one
deserves to feel that way.”
Despite negative and racist remarks on the trailer, many people
are still excited for the film to come
out on May 26, 2023.
“I know as a little girl I would’ve
had the same reaction,” Fau said.
“As an adult all I can say is ‘about
time.’”
ELLY HERRICK
features reporter
elly.herrick@go.winona.edu
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Winona State football tackles cancer
SYERAH MULHERN-ALLRED
sports editor
syerah.mulhern-allred@go.winona.edu

T

he Winona State University
Warriors football team had
their first match up in the NSIC
South conference this weekend
against Wayne State College.
Going into Saturday’s match up,
the Warriors sat 3-1 overall while
Wayne State sat at 4-0 before
getting dished their first loss of the
year at Maxwell Field.
The Warriors continued their
bout of being a second half team
as the score at half time was 14-0,
causing the Wildcats to head for
the locker room at half time feeling
good.
Saturday’s game was dedicated
to Breast Cancer Awareness as
many of the fall teams are doing for Breast Cancer Awareness
month (October).
The Winona State football team
raised money for the Tackle Cancer initiative, which raised over
$360,000 in the 2021 season
amongst all the Minnesota high
schools and college football games
that put on Tackle Cancer games
through the Randy Shaver Cancer
Research and Community fund.
The foundation supports the
cancer community in Minnesota
by funding research, prevention,
treatment and other programs
relating to the needs of the cancer
community.
Less than 10 percent of funds
raised are spent on administrative
costs, making efficient use of all
funds donated.
The game became heavy when
Sam Santiago-Lloyd rushed a
mere one yard for a touchdown
combined with a Ty Gavin 24-yard
rush, evening out the score.
At the beginning of the fourth,
the Warriors continued their fifth
week effort with a second rushing
touchdown for Gavin and a score
off Darryl Williams’ 79-yard punt
return.
Marking the third touchdown in
a row for Winona State, the team
now sat at double the Wildcat’s

JOSEPH EICHELE
photo editor
joseph.eichele@go.winona.edu

Ty Gavin, Alec Morris, and Tyler Zirpoli celebrating in the end zone
after Gavin’s first touchdown of the game.

score with 28-14.
Overall, Gavin had 139 yards for
his third game of the year passing
130 rushing yards.
“I was unlucky last year.” Gavin
said about his injuries, a dislocated elbow during the 2021 season
and a dislocated shoulder during
spring ball. “But I knew if I did
everything right in the off-season, I would be able to come back
strong.”
To finish up the strong Warrior
effort, Jacob Scott had a 27-yard
field goal in the fourth after missing two earlier in the game, one in
the first quarter and one in the second. Despite missing two field goal
attempts, Scott remained perfect on
PATs for the second week in a row
with 5 for 5.
Special teams accounted for 14
out of the 38 points for the day,
mainly on the effort of Scott.
The final score came from an 18yard punt return by Griffin Wiegel,

a second-year defensive back from
Kimberly, Wis. debuted this year,
playing every game this season so
far.
“The biggest goal on the list is
win a lot of games and championship while also growing relationships and maturity along the way,”
Wiegel said.
Clay Schueffner led the defensive effort, as per usual this season,
with eight tackles and an interception. The defensive team was able
to hold Wayne State to the lowest
points scored since 2019 with three
sacks along the way.
Offensively, quarterbacks Trevor
Paulsen and Kyle Haas played almost equally with significant snaps
for both. Haas was 5 for 13 with 58
passing yards including the longest
passing play of the game to Jaylen
Schleicher, 38 yards. Paulsen went
8 for 15 with 17 yards rushing on
four carries on top of that.
Neither suffered a sack or an

JOSEPH EICHELE
photo editor
joseph.eichele@go.winona.edu

Gavin ran 38 yards to score his first touchdown of the game, adding
to his 139 yards for the day.

interception, making for a successful offensive game. The team had
318 offensive yards compared to
Wayne State’s 344, but the Warriors outgained on the ground with
178-156.
Needless to say, Gavin had quite
the game on Saturday with 19 carries, still among the league leaders
in total rushing yards and attempts
so far in the NSIC.
Six players had impressive catches, most notably being Williams
with 108 all-purpose yards including his touchdown punt return. Joe
Sikma led in total interceptions
with three during his third game of
the season.
“It really doesn’t matter if we
win or lose,” Head Coach Brian
Bergstrom said. “It does, but it
doesn’t. We’re gonna approach
practice the same way, we got to
keep doing these things and fix
these things.”
With that, the Warriors will be
away for the next two weeks in
Aberdeen, S.D. next week to face
Northern State University and
Southwest Minnesota State University in Marshall, Minn. the week
after.
Both are looking to be good
games as Southwest Minnesota
State currently sits right above
Winona State in the rankings with
a 4-1 record, only losing to topranked Sioux Falls so far. Northern
State has a 2-3 record this season,
already being out of reach for the
playoffs.
After that, the homecoming game
is on Oct. 22 at Maxwell Field
against Sioux Falls. Stay tuned on
The Winonan website and listen in
to KQAL 89.5 for more updates on
upcoming games.
To further donate to the Tackle
Cancer initiative, go to randyshavercancerfund.org/events/tackle-cancer to learn more.

Meet the sports staff...
Kaylie Doeseckle
Sports reporter

Syerah Mulhern-Allred
Sports editor

Kayla Vang
Sports reporter

8

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 5, 2022

THE WINONAN

Volleyball celebrates Coach Getzin’s 350th win

SPORTS

KAILEY DOESECKLE
sports reporter
kailey.doeseckle@go.winona.edu

T

he Winona State University
Volleyball team returned home
for the second time this year for a
fantastic set of conference games
against Minnesota State University
Moorhead on Friday and Northern
State University on Saturday.
The Warriors head into the weekend baring a 6-7 overall record and
a 2-4 NSIC slate after a smashing
pair of road victories last weekend
at Minot State University and University of Mary.
Moorhead entered the weekend
at 5-9 overall and a 2-4 in the
NSIC. The Warriors had quite an
advantage, as the Dragons have
lost ten consecutive matches to Winona State and has not beaten them
in McCown since Sept. 7, 2013.
Friday night’s game went
smoothly for The Warriors, as they
refused to fall behind and tied
the scoreboard only four times
throughout all three sets. Set one
ended at 25-19, led by Sidney
Paulson with an impressive 9 kills
and Jaci Winchell’s 16 assists. The
other two sets followed with similar results.
Paulson, a right side from Jackson, Wis. finished up her 2021 season with 310 kills and a 2.65 kill/
set ratio. Defensively, she had 222
digs with a 1.90 dig/set ratio. From
Moorhead alone, Paulson gained
an astounding 17 kills and 17 digs
to match.
“I definitely think that I’ve
stepped up this year as a vocal
leader,” Paulson said about being
a positive role model and how she
provides encouragement for the

ELLY HERRICK
photographer
elly.herrick@go.winona.edu

Volleyball celebrated head coach Joe Getzin’s 350th win on Friday, a
milestone he’s accomplished after coming here in 2014.

team. “I think just showing with
my skills and just building my
teammates up no matter what happens on the court.”
The team collected a total of 50
kills and 74 digs against Moorhead,
both of which are season highs for
three-set matches so far.
Northern State came into the
NSIC weekend at 8-6 overall and
3-3 in the NSIC.
Saturday was another sweep for
Winona State, but the tension was
high with the first set being an easy
win, but the final two turning out
to be extremely tight. The third and
final set had fans on their toes after
NSU crept behind to tie at 24-24.
Nonetheless, the Warriors earned
their win after a kill by Lydia

Lange, and a combined block by
Winchell and Taylor Pagel to seal
the victory at 26-24.
However, the exciting win was
not the only cause for celebration
this weekend.
Coach Joe Getzin, Winona States
head volleyball coach, hit the
350-career win milestone after the
Warriors win Friday night.
After leading Winona State to
one of the best seasons in Warrior
volleyball history in 2021 and several successful years before, this
milestone fits right under his belt.
“The team this season has been
a great team,” Getzin said about
some of the key highlights that
led up to his 350th career win.
“They’ve had to overcome a

couple of obstacles and they’ve
kept fighting every day. This was a
great way to hit 350.”
Getzin and the team are fighting
to get into the top eight to make
their conference tournament. With
the trend of wins that they have
achieved the past several matches;
he has faith in his team and their
ability to overcome the things that
were not going so well in the beginning of the season.
The Warriors volleyball team
hopes to keep their winning streak
moving into their next NSIC game
on Tuesday, Oct. 4 against Upper
Iowa University in McCown Gymnasium.

solo goal after taking advantage of
a missed clearance by Concordia.
Concordia fought hard to come
back in the last 30 minutes with a
series of shots but could not come
back.
The Golden Bears seemed to
have the upper hand in most
statistical areas, with 17 shots
(12 shots on goal) compared to
Winona State’s nine (six SOG).
Although they only had 4 saves to
the Warriors 10 and 10 fouls to the
Warriors 4, the Golden Bears was
projected to do well.
“Last year, we were kind of timid
and lost to teams that we definitely
shouldn’t have,” fourth-year Ashley Hewitt said. “So I have a really
good feeling with this year, especially with 11 freshmen the tides
are turning.”
On Sunday afternoon, the Warriors suffered a loss against the top
ranked team in the conference.
Mankato is currently ranked 19th
in the country making it a hard

matchup from the get-go.
The first half of the game was
made by Mankato’s Maille Mathis,
who was the top rookie last year
and came into college with a series
of high school accomplishments.
Last year, Mathis was fourth in
shots attempted and shots on goal
on the team.
Mathis took charge with two out
of MSU’s three goals on Sunday
afternoon, the other being from
Jenny Vetter.
Despite the scoreboard, the Warriors outshot the Mavericks 6-5 in
the first half and were able to hold
Mathis in check after her second
goal.
Winona State’s Reanne Weil was
able to score halfway through the
second half with assists from Jaida
Wiege and Riley Harmon to put
on some increased pressure for the
team in the final 15.
“If I’m caught up there, I can
trust that my other forward, my
teammate, will come back and

help,” Hewitt continued. “And see
more of a team need, like team
over self-mentality.”
This was definitely evident
this weekend as the team banded
together in both games to put the
best effort forward, even against a
tough team.
To no avail, the score ended 3-1
with a win for the Mavericks.
The Warriors hit the road next
weekend against Bemidji State on
Friday and University of Minnesota – Crookston on Sunday.
Last year’s matchup against the
Beavers ended in a tie with a 4-9-2
record against the team within the
last 14 years.
Against the Eagles, the Warriors
swept a 6-0 win last year with
8 wins and 2 ties in the past 12
years.
Stay up to date with the team on
winonastatewarriors.com or check
up on The Winonan website for
more.

Soccer suffers a split weekend at home

SYERAH MULHERN-ALLRED
sports editor
syerah.mulhern-allred@go.winona.edu

W

inona State women’s soccer
moved their record 5-3-3 for
the 2022 season so far after a split
weekend with a win against Concordia – St.Paul on Friday and a
loss on Sunday against Minnesota
State University – Mankato.
During Friday’s matchup the
Warriors saw some exciting action
from a handful of the freshmen
with both goals coming from two
first-years: Sarah Strating and
Grace Seim.
The game began 18 seconds in
when Seim scored with an assist
from fourth-year Ellie Wardell.
However, the Golden Bears
responded swiftly by evening the
score, leading to a back-and-forth
effort for the rest of the first quarter.
The Warriors were able to secure
the game halfway through the second half when Sarah Strating had a

NATHAN KRONBECK
photographer
nathan.kronbeck@go.winona.edu

Bailey Deininger going after the ball in Sunday’s game against Mankato. The Warriors lost 3-1.

